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McDonald grew up in Casco, Maine and attended Lake Region High School in Naples,
Maine. McDonald played several musical instruments to include the guitar, loved to
cook, and acted in plays. Prior to joining the military he held several jobs to include

preschool teacher, construction worker, and high school janitor. He joined the Army in
September 2002, completed his basic and advanced training at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina, and the Basic Airborne Course at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was assigned
to the 82nd Airborne Division in April 2003. McDonald had been in the military for four
years and had two tours of Iraqg. This was his first tour of Afghanistan.
McDonald’s awards and decorations,includethe,Meritorious, Service,Medal;the’Army
Commendation Medaljwith twoGoodMedaI the
i I¥theYAfghanistan( i[Campaign
Medal, theiGIobaI War,onTerrorism{Service,Medal,; the’Army Serwce Ribbonfthe Over-
'seas]|Ribbon}theNATO,Medal; theCombat’Action|Badge}theParachutist’s|Badgefand

the Driverys/Mechanic]Badge!



